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Firm Announcements

Firm Honors and Presentations

Senior Attorney Melanie D. Fenwick Thompson was honored to
present a CLE on Transfers from Superior Court to Juvenile
Court at the Parent Attorney Training at the DeKalb County
Juvenile Court on October 4, 2018.

Attorney Fenwick Thompson was awarded the Atlanta Legal
Aid Society's Pro Bono Award at the ceremony on October
16, 2018.

Attorney Fenwick
Thompson

presented at the
GABWA Trial
Masters Boot

Camp on the topic
of Witness

http://www.fenwickthompsonlaw.com/
https://livestream.com/accounts/7043450/events/8387996/videos/181871845
mailto:hmcdonnell@fenwickthompsonlaw.com
https://www.avvo.com/attorneys/30078-ga-melanie-thompson-531031.html#contact
http://www.fenwickthompsonlaw.com/


Preparation.

Newest Team Members

Kristy Olds
Kristy  Bell Olds is a nativ e of Norcross, Georgia. She graduated from

Meadowcreek High School and obtained her Bachelor of Science in

Crim inal Justice from  the Univ ersity  of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

She has extensiv e experience in m anagem ent, fam ily  law, and

Juv enile Court procedure, as well as loss prev ention inv estigations,

Corporate Security , and ev ent planning. While in college, she was

selected by  Delta Air Lines to intern with their Corporate Security

Office and was subsequently  hired for the sum m er by  their Cargo

Safety  and Security  Departm ent. After college, she worked with at-

risk y outh as a Chief Intake Officer, as well as serv ed as the Clerk of

Court Read m ore...

Latest Technology

As we continue to m axim ize our efficiency  to better serv e our
clients, we recently  updated our technology  to prov ide a cutting
edge case law m anagem ent software: My Case. My Case allows for
our clients to: hav e access to their files, download their docum ents,
m essage our staff, upload docum ents, com m ent on docum ents, receiv e inv oices and m ake electronic
pay m ents. Stream lining our com m unications, our docum entation and our pay m ent sy stem  sav es
our clients tim e, m oney  and ensures proper and efficient case m anagem ent. Be sure that y ou hav e
registered to access our client portal!!

Client Highlights

http://www.fenwickthompsonlaw.com/attorneys-staff/kristy/


Rasheeda and Kirk Frost

Ov er the last 1 0 y ears, the team  at Fenwick
Thom pson & Associates has represented
Rasheeda and Kirk Frost in their v arious
business and entertainm ent enterprises,
including D-Lo Entertainm ent. We continue to
represent them  and look forward to their new
v entures in 201 9.

Child Custody

Fenwick Thom pson & Associates successfully
argued to m aintain jurisdiction in the State of
Georgia, at the onset of this Div orce case, with
m inor children.  Alm ost two y ears after the
initial pleadings were filed, a final hearing was
set and the Court allowed the parties one day  to
present their case, ov er FTA’s objection. Our
client had not seen 2  of her children in alm ost a
y ear. After hearing ev idence presented by  FTA,
at the conclusion of day  one, the court
understood the urgency  of FTA’s request for a
second day  and granted an additional day . The
Court ruled in fav or of FTA in this highly
contested, 2  day  div orce/custody  trial, and
awarded our client custody  of all three of her
children.

Legal Updates

Child Support
A self-executing custody  prov ision is error, and a trial court m ust include reasonable and necessary
work-related child care expenses and health insurance expense attributable to a child or children in
calculating child support, held the 3 rd Div ision of the Georgia Court of Appeals, but a trial judge has
considerable discretion in deciding custody  and attorney  fees in a legitim ation case.  Bridger v .
Franze, A1 8A1 23 0 (201 8).

Contempt/Custody
To address educational decisions concerning m inor children requires a change of custody  action
which m ust be filed as a separate case, held the 4th Div ision of the Georgia Court of Appeals, and a
contem pt m atter does not confer jurisdiction to change custody . Borgers v . Borgers, A1 8A091 0
(201 8).

Property Division
The U.S. Suprem e Court cases of Howell v . Howell and Mansell v . Mansell prohibit a Georgia div orce
court from  awarding any  portion of Military  Disability  pay  receiv ed by  a m ilitary  retired spouse to
the other spouse, and rental incom e that will no longer be receiv ed by  a spouse once rental property
is sold cannot be counted as incom e in calculating child support, held the 1 st Div ision of the Georgia
Court of Appeals. Phillips v . Phillips, A1 8A1 1 93  (201 8).

Upcoming Events

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=14373432435147177497&q=A18A1230&hl=en&as_sdt=4,11
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=5878425404185545342&q=A18A0910&hl=en&as_sdt=4,11
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=12476150700482602836&q=howell+v.+howell&hl=en&as_sdt=3,41
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=12827477101364074552&q=Mansell+v.+Mansell,+490+U.S.+581+(1989)&hl=en&as_sdt=40003
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=13237010763691378930&q=A18A1193&hl=en&as_sdt=4,11


Georgia Online Parenting Seminar

Winning Your Case With a Better Memory

Decem ber 1 2 , 201 8
The State Bar of Georgia Conference Center

Powerful Witness Preparation

Decem ber 1 2 , 201 8
The State Bar of Georgia Conference Center
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